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INHABITANTS or DUDLEY : 


(To thoſe, in particular, who have 
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generouſly contributed towards the 
Accompliſhment of the Object already 
ſpecified) the following Diſcourſe is 
reſpectfully dedicated by its Author : 
The Publication of which affords him 
an Opportunity of gratefully acknow- 
ledging his Obligations to them for 
many Favours; — Favours, which 
would ſtimulate him to a faithful and 
diligent diſcharge of his Duties, were 
he uninfluenced by other Motives. 


That the benevolent and ſpirited Exer- 
tions for the Public Good which ſigna- 
lize 
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83 
lize the Characters of many of thoſe 
Inhabitants may long continue to be 
crowned with Succeſs; and that Hap- 
pineſs and Proſperity may devolve 
with their Virtues to the remoteſi | 
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PREFACE. 


AD the Author, when he wrote the following 
Diſcourſe, entertained an idea that he ſhould 


| be requeſted to publiſh it, he would more cauti- 
} ouſly have deviated from the uſual Style of ſacred 
© Orations. 


; The Language of Poetry, he is ſenſible (except the 
divine Poetry of the Scriptures) ought not, but on very 
particular Occaſions, to be admitted into a Pulpit. Per- 
| haps the candid Critic will conſider the Occaſion which 
called forth this Diſcourſe, as one of that number. 


If, however, the Author is wrong, in ſuppoſing 
that the Subjedt may authorize the Style he has adopted, 
be will not be diſpleaſed at being told of his error: 
| He will rather be thankful for ſuch Striftures as may 
render more valuable thoſe Compoſitions of a ſimilar 
Nature, which he may hereafter offer to the Public. 


——— — 2 N n 5 " N * — 


>. Wy — * 
Aw — 
1 . 


Th 


— NS 0 * 2. „ KK 2 * _ 


a 


— — — — 
cc 


——— — ä — — . . ⁵²˙¹—*Vẽ —— ˙ — —„— „2 — — —-¾ a woe — 
6 * r D ns = EDS 


oo i. 4-2 . ˙· » 1 


hw N 9 a . 1 88 of 

| WWW N 
> oo 9 od 3 _ Ws * Bat * 8 

F DE eee ker 9 , 


A 


a Wo... 


PSALM ei. Vasa 6. 


| The Righteous ſhall be had in everlaſting 
Remembrance. 


HE delineation of eminent Cha- 
racters has ever been a favourite 


employment for the pen of the Hiſtorian; 
and the ſtudy of ſuch Characters an 
| improving amuſement for the gene- 
| rality of Mankind. Whether confſpi- 


| cuous for their Virtues or their Vices, 


much of Inſtruction may be derived 
from them, as they ennoble the Mind 
with the love of - moral Excellence, 
or raiſe in it a juſt abhorrence of mo- 
ral Depravity. The Beauty of a vir- 
tuous character imperceptibly leads men 
to the imitation of it ; while the De- 
formity of a vicious one deters them: 
from thoſe actions which gave it ſo hate- 
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ful an aſpect. The truly Good they 
are taught to conſider as the truly Ho- 
nourable, and as thoſe only whoſe 
Names will maintain an honourable 
Diſtinction, when the Names of the vi- 
cious are forgotten, or remembered 
with reproach. 


For it is not a fate peculiar to the 
* Righteous” to have their Names im- 
mortal. The Unrighteous may be had 
in everlaſting Remembrance,“ and in 
everlaſting Contempt. They can no 
more annihilate their Names than their 
Souls : both may live contrary to their 
Wiſhes. The Mountains will not hear 
their cries to ſhield them from an of- 
fended God; neither will Oblivion hide 
their Names in her dark domain, nor 
blot them out of the book of the Living. 

But it is with only one of theſe Cha- 
racters that we are at preſent concerned: 
and that is a Character unmarked with 
thoſe Incidents which uſually intereſt 
the mind, and ſtrike the attention. It is 
not appropriate to one who has made 
fenced cities ruinous heaps “; -M hO 


* 2 Kings, ch. xix. 1 
| as 
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has diſtained the plains of Nature with 
human blood, and aggrandized one part 
of the human race with the Spoils of 
another.----It is not the Foe, but the 
Friend, of Man, whom we are now to 
contemplate,---It is a character which 
we muſt view through the mild medium 
of chriſtian Benevolence; not through 
the ſhadowy glare of ſecular Greatneſs. 
Like that humane Friend“ of the 
Outcaſt and the Poor,“ „ho went 
about doing good,” till approving Hea- 
ven called him from his labour of 
Love” to receive the reward of exalted 
Philanthropy :---like him, the Perſon I 
allude to, endeavoured To BLESS MAN- 
kind, The Particulars of his Lite are 
too remote to be known ; and, perhaps, 
too unimportant to prove intereſting. 
But the Concluſion of that Life is ſigna- 
lized by a Circumſtance too noble to 
paſs unremembered. 

On his death-bed, being urged by a 
younger Brother to bequeath his Pro- 
perty, or to ſay in what manner he 


* Mr. Howard. 
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would wiſh it to be applied after his 
deceaſe,---his anſwer was to the follow- 
ing effect.“ You tell me, Brother, 
„that You have already, enough for 
* every purpole of your own life; and 
„J know not that I have any other Re- 
„ lation to whom my Affluence will be 
* of ſervice. I therefore wiſh to have 
it applied to the purpoſe of building 
% Church: and if by this means there 
* ſhould be but one ſinner converted 
from the error of his ways, and fave 
* his Soul alive, it will be the nobleſt 
* Purchaſe I can make with my For- 
© tune.” 


That the Memory of a Man whoſe 
breaſt was warmed with ſuch ſublime 
Benevolence, ſhould receive ſome Token 
of Regard, is moſt certain. It is there- 
fore humbly propoled, That a neat 
marble Monument be erected (by pub- 
lic Contributions) within this Editice 
which himſelf founded: and ſuch an 
one as is correſpondent to the Great- 
neſs of his Munificence.-This will be 
a Tribute to his Memory, which, I pre- 

{ume, 
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ſume, every one preſent deems reaſon- 
able and proper. 

When we conſider the Nature of his 
8 Liberality, we may wonder why ſome 
Memorial of the kind has not long ſince 
been erected. But how ought our won- 
| der to increaſe, when we are told that 
not even a Stone tells where he lies *!” 
© Muſt we believe that whoever builds a 
t Church from motives of Piety, and not 
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from thoſe of Vanity and Oſtentation, 
„will never mark the Marble with his 
Name *?”— Muſt we believe that“ as far 
| as the little candle throws its beams, 
| fo ſhincs a good deed in a naughty 
world +?” — Shall the ſculptured Buſt, 

with all the Enſigns of monumental Ho- 
nour, be placed by Poſterity over the 
| Tomb of a Tyrant, —of one who has 
made many widows and fatherleſs chil- 
| dren—and ſhall the deeds of the Rich- 
TEOUS be forgotten ?---Shall the Memory 
of a Man, who, from principles of the 
| moſt ſacred Benevolence, has raiſed a 
| TEMeLE To Gop, be ſuffered to paſs 
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down the ſilent tide of Time, and finally 
to lapſe into Oblivion ? Forbid it, 


Piety !---Forbid it, Decency !---Forhbid * 
it, Gratitude !—— Notwithſtanding the 
degeneracy of the world, TE Ricarr- 

OUS SHALL BE HAD IN EVERLASTING REMEM- I 
BRANCE.,”---His Name *©* ſhall ſhine as the N not 
brightneſs of the firmament, and as the dif 
ſtars for ever and ever.*”----His light N tue 
ſhall ſo ſhine before men, that they Ene 
ſhall ſee,---ſhall imitate, his good works, du 
and glorify their Father which is in hea- P 
ven f.“ Righteouſneſs is immortal.“ | — 8 
Secure in the Favour of an unchange- 82 
able God, the gates of hell ſhall not = 
„prevail againſt it S.“ -The Righteous on 
„ ſhall live for evermore : their reward 8 
is with the Lord, and the care of Py 
„ them is with the Moſt High. They reg 
„ ſhall receive a glorious kingdom, and W ge” 
% beautiful crown from the Lord's 3 
* hand: for with his right-hand ſhall 3 


* he cover them, and with his arm ſhall but; 
he protect them **. . Thus ſhall - 


* Daniel, ch. xii. + Matth. ch. v. + Wiſdom, ch. i. 


§ Matth. ch. 16. ** \Wiſdom v. 
. „the 
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di the Man be bleſſed that feareth the 
| * Lord.” 

But theſe Bleffings, we muſt remem- 
| ber, are the excluſive gift of God, and the 
| rewards of Eternity. They demonſtrate 
not the Gratitude of Mortals :---they 
| diſcharge not our obligations to Vir- 
tue. Though whatever Tribute human 
Energy can raiſe ſhall moulder into 


| duſt, and perhaps prove inadequate to 


the Excellence which it is intended to 
celebrate: yet {till we are not free from 
| Reprehenſion if that Energy be not ex- 
| erted, and that Virtue, which we cannot 
| but applaud, fail to inſpire our grate- 
ful Veneration :——a Veneration that 
| ſhould ſhew itſelf in Deed; and, at leaſt, 
| reflect honour on ourſelves, if it cannot 
on the Character we wi to honour. 
Theſe are neceſſary obſervations. As 
they tend to inform you what to contri- 
bute, and for what purpoſe your contri- 
butions are requeſted. This I am con- 
vinced is all that is requiſite to be done 
to the accompliſhment of any thing 


* Pſ, cxxvill. 
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laudable among you.--Whatever is pro- 
poſed that will conduce to the welfare 
of this Town or the Community at large, 
„hand joins in hand“ to effect its 
completion. To promote the Cauſe of 
Virtue, by enlightening the Children 
of the Poor; or to alleviate Diſtreſs in 
whomſoever you behold it, you may 
be ſaid to be all“ of one heart and of 
one ſoul f.”*--- However divided in reli- 
gious Opinions ;---however varying 1n 
ſome articles of Chriſtian Faith,--you are, 
happily, unanimous in Chriſtian Charity, 
May that Charity ever inſpire in you 
mutual Good-will, and mutual Forbear- 
ance !---May it direct you all to one 
virtuous Intereſt here, and to one exalt- 
ed Hope of Happineſs hereafter! 

If I had not this Knowledge of your 
general Character,--if I did not know 
your diſpoſition to effectuate whatever 
has a uſeful tendency, I ſhould not pre- 
ſume to addreſs you on the preſent ſub- 
jet ; or I ſhould addreſs you with lels 
Confidence of Succeſs than what I now 


+ Acts, ch. iv. 
feel. 
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feel, The Audience which I ſee before 
me have the Power to accompliſh what 
we defire, and Arguments to induce 
them to vſe this Power were ſuperfluous. 
Lou I need not inform, That a Vene- 
ration ſhould be paid to the Memory ot 
thoſe who, by uſetul and benevolent 
Deeds, have bleſſed their fellow-crea- 
tures. You I need not inform, that 
to honour ſuch Characters is a Duty— 
a Debt, which a grateful Poſterity will be 
anxious to diſcharge.—You I need not 
inform that, as often as you aſſemble 
within theſe ſacred Walls, you are in- 
debted for the Bleſſings and Pleaſures 
of Devotion to an Inpivipuat whoſe Me- 
mory yet remains unhonoured !— To Him 
are you indebted for this Houſe of 
Prayer *;” ---for the Manſions within its 
hallowed Precincts in which your de- 
parted Friends, in peace and decency. 
fleep the ſleep of death f.“ The 
'* holy Temple” which wild Fanaticiſm 


* Iſaiah, ch, lvi. Matth. xxi, &c. 
+ Pſalm xii, 
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defiled, and made a heap of ſtones“,“ 
this excellent Individual reſtored to 
what you now behold itf. He could 
not ſuffer his eyes to ſleep, nor his 
eye-lids to ſlumber” in the grave, till 
he found out a place for the Temple 
of the Lord,---an habitation for the 
mighty God of Jacob.“ 

And what Recompence did he hope to 
receive for ſo exemplary a Deed ? what 
Reward for ſuch noble Liberality ?--- 
Tre CONVERSION OF A SINNER I If 
one Sinner,” faid he, ſhould therein 
be converted from the error of his ways, 
and ſave his ſoul alive, it will be the 
nobleſt Purchaſe I can make with my 


Fortune.” Exalted Benevolence 
What Philoſopher of Greece or Rome 


* Pſalm Ixxix. 


+ The original Church of St. Edmund was demo- 
liſhed during the civil wars anno 1644: when the 
Caſtle, whoſe venerable Ruins ſtand upon a contiguow 
rock, was, after enduring a ſiege of three weeks, te- 
lieved by a detachment of the King's forces from W or- 
ceſter. 

1 Pf. cxxxii. 
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ever uttered a ſentence ſo fraught with 
| Magnanimity ?-— What is a Solicitude 

for the Bodies of ten thouſand men, 
| compared with a Concern for an im- 
mortal Soul? — To wiſh the Reſcue of 
| fellow- creature from Perdition : to 
be anxious To SAVE what the REDEEMER 
of Mortals declared to be of more Value 
than the Univerſe,---is a ſpecies of Hu- 
manity which no Tongue can exprels, 
and which no Breaſt but a Chriſtian's 
can feel! For, 


« Know ye th' Importance of a Soul immortal? 

“ Behold the midnight Glory Worlds on Worlds! 
Amazing Pomp! — Redouble this amaze ; 

Ten thouſand add ;—add twice ten thouſand more: 
Then weigh theW hole:—OneSoul outweighs them all, 
„And calls th* aſtoniſhing Magnificence 

Of unintelligent Creation poor *.“) 


For, when ** the Powers of the Heavens 
ſhall be ſhaken ,“ theſe Gems of Night 
(hall loſe their luſtre,---ſhall fall from 
their orbits, to ſhine no more, But the 


| 
| 


* Young's Night Thoughts, 
+ Matth. ch. xxiv, 
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Sov. ſhall never die. It is a ** glorious, 
--dreadful Principle,” that will ſurvive 
the Ruins of Nature, extremely to be 
pain'd, or bleſs'd--roR EVER!“ 

Therefore, when we conſider the 
Heavens, the Work of  Omnipotence, 
the Moon and the Stars which He hath 
ordained,” we need not be ignorant 
why, more than theſe, ** Man is re- 
garded by Him“. And we ſhould 
not be unmind ful to honour the Memory 
of that Perſon, who, in this inſtance, 
reſembled his Maker. A conviction of 
the Squl's ImroxTaNce moved him to 
wiſh its ETERNAL SALVATION, With 2 
Benignity like that of the great Gov, 
wha wiſhes all men to repent and be 
ſavedS,” he cauſed this Fabrick to 
ariſe, hoping that, within its walls, 
one Sinner might be converted.” — 
Could Praiſe tranſpierce the 
Grave, or Commendations charm the 
ear ot Death, it would be allowable, 


Night Thoughts, + Pf. viii, 


? . Tim. ch. Ii. 
even 


( 13 ) 
even in this place, to beſtow them. But 
though he reſts in peace not far from 
every one of us“, --yet, alas! we know 
not where they have laid him f.“ 
This Edifice which he raiſed, therefore, 
I confider as a vaſt Mauſoleum that en- 
ſhrines his Reliques; but which bears not 
of him any Memorial of grateful vene- 
ration. Like thoſe ſtupendous Monu- 
ments of Eaſtern Antiquity, in which are 
ſuppoſed to be entombed the Monarchs 
who raiſed them, it proclaims not to 
Poſterity the Name of its Founder who 
lies buried within its Walls. But 
ſtill, „his Name ſhall endure for ever;“ 
* his Name ſhall remain under the ſun 
among the Poſterities which ſhall be 
bleſſed through him.” The Name of 
BRADLEY ſhall be tranſmitted to fu- 
ture generations: It ſhall be had in 


* Acts, ch. xvii. 


+ John, ch. xx. A private Record (ſpecifying the 


Particulars of his pious Liberality) mentions his being 
buried in the Chancel. In which part of the Church, 
that Tribute to his Memory, which this Diſcourſe is 
intended to obtain, will be creed, 


everlaſting 
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everlaſting remembrance.” The Righ- 
teous, informed of his Beneficence, ſhall lo 
9 ο AND DO LIKEWISE *:” and the Sinner, I fo 
ſtruck with his kind Solicitude, ſhall 1 2! 
80 AND SIN NO MORE T.“ 50 
"Wherefore, animated by his Exam 
ple, and with ' the prize of your high Di 
Calling t,” perſevere, ye faithful fol- cer 
lowers of CHRIST! in the way of ever- ca 
laſting Righteouſneſs.” ——If Aﬀtluence no 
be one of the many Bleſſings you poſfeſs but 
under a kind Providence, ſhew your wh 
Gratitude for it by a life of Piety to life 
God, a liberal Encouragement of laud- Was 
able Deſigns, and Compaſſion to the ner 
Poor. Spend not your Wealth for er 
that which is not bread, and your La- Lal 
bour for that which ſatisfieth not**.” my 
Eike him whoſe Memory we are — 
|| aſſembled to honour, be not content 
id with applying your Abundance to tran- 
ſient Purpoſes ; but to thoſe which may 0 b 
conduce to the laing Good of your fel- Þ 


| attr 
* Luke, ch. x. + John, ch. viii. de 
{ Phil, ch, iii. Daniel, ch. ix. anc 


*# Iſaiah, ch. lv. 
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| low-creatures :——Be not only anxious 
for their Zemporal, but alſo for their eter- 
nal Welfare, even the Salvation of their 
Souls. 

And You, for whom this excellent 
Diſciple of CurisT felt ſo tender a Con- 
cern: — Tou, for whoſe Converſion he 
cauſed this Sanctuary to arife,---Oh let 
not his God-like intentions be defeated ! 
but conform your lives to that Goſpel 
which contains the Words of eternal 
life *.“ Here, ſince that“ Goſpel 
was firſt preached , not only oxe Sin- 
ner, but Maxy, I hope, have been con- 
verted. And ſhould the Succeſs of my 
Labours prove equal to the Wiſhes of 
my Heart, many more ſhall be ſaved. 
ö Comply with theſe Wiſhes, my 
fellow Men, and fellow Sinners! make 
me happy by permitting me to lead you 
to happinels. 
; This Importunity you will kindly 
attribute to its proper cauſe, to an ar- 
dent deſire for your eternal Welfare, 
and a Solicitude,—natural for me to 


* John, ch. vi. + Heb. ch. iv. 
feel 
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feel—that when all Degrees of Men ſhall 
«« appear before the Judgment-ſeat of 
CaurisT®,” I, who *© have preached to 
others, may not myſelf be a Caſt- 
away f.“ For, awful is the Charge de- 
livered by ALuicaTy Gop to every Mi- 
niſter of his Word, —alarming are the 
Terms upon which we are to receive 
the Bleſſings of Salvation! Hear 
them, —I intieat you, with Attention 
hear them; nor wonder at our Zeal for 
your Converſion. Thus ſaith the 
Lord, J have ſet thee, O Son of 
man! a Watchman over my people ; 
therefore thou ſhalt hear the Word at 
my mouth, and warn them from me. 
„When 1 ſay unto the Wicked, 0 
* wicked man ! thou ſhalt ſurely die:“ 
Af thou doſt not ſpeak to warn the 
„Wicked from his way, that wicked 
man ſhall die in his iniquity ; but his 
© blood will I require at thine hand. Ne- 
e yertheleſs, if thou warn the Wicked 
e of his way, to turn from it,---if he do 


* 2 Cor, ch. v. +1 Cor. ch. ix. 


66 not 
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„ not turn from his way, he ſhall die in 
his iniquity, but thou haſt delivered 
„thy foul*.” 

Thus, knowing the Terrors of the 
Lordf, as one that muſt give an ac- 
count, and that wiſhes to do it with Joy, 
and not with Grieff,” let me perſuade” 
you, Sinner! for your ſake as well as my 
own, to turn from thoſe courſes which 
lead down to the chambers of eternal 
death. Repent and be converted, 
that your fins may be blotted out S.“ 
Remember that your Soul mut live 
lor ever: - remember, and be wile; 
nor make a Cusst of Immortality!“ *“ — 
Contribute with the reſt of your neigh- 
bours, to honour your Benefactor's me- 
mory; and may you be bleſſed in the 
deed !f4}”—— May you conſider it as the 
earneſt of your entrance on a life of 
virtue, —as the pledge of your being 


Ezekiel, ch, xxxiii. + 2 Cor. ch. v. 
+ Heb. ch. xiii, $ Acts, ch. iii. 
** Night Thoughts. ++ James, ch. i. 
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* turned from darkneſs to light, from 
the power of Satan unto God.“ 
Depart hence, and, like the peni- 
tential Apoſtle, weep for your fins, 
Depart with a deep ſenſe of his Good- 
neſs who erected this Temple to the 
Almighty, Conſider that his Motive was 
your Converſion, and to SAVE YOUR Sort 
FROM RUIN | Go then, Sinner ! Repent, 
and fuifil his pious Purpoſe. 
And may God, &c. 


PRAYER. 


ALmicuTY FATHER ! in whole Pre- 

ſence the Spirits of juſt Men made 
perfect eternally rejoice;----graciouſlly 
regard this Thy Family: and ſo diſpoſe 
them to an Imitation of pious and bene- 
volent Examples, that they may glorily 
Thee by their good Works, and finally 
attain thoſe unſpeakable Joys which 
Thou haſt prepared for them that love 
Thee, through Jesus CHRIST our Lok. 


Ann, 


* AQs, ch, xxvi. I 


THE E N D. 


INSCRIPTION for the MONUMENT, 


— 


To the Memory of 
GEORGE BRADLEY; 


Whoſe Piety and Munificence 
erected this Temple 
to 


THE ALMIGHTY: 


and whoſe Humility claim'd no Memorial 
of ſo exemplary a Deed. 


Unlike the Sons of Vanity and Oſtentation, 
his DECLAR'D Motive for ſuch noble Liberality 
| was a © Hope that one Sinner, by its means, 
e might be converted from the error of his ways 
&* and ſave his Soul alive.“ 
This was the Object of his benevolent Mind. 
Go, SINNER ! whoever thou art, 
repent, and fulfil his pious Purpoſe, 


2 


— 


He departed this Life December 8, 1721. 
To perpetuate whoſe Memory 
THIS MONUMENT 
was erected near his Remains, by a grateful Poſterity, 
In the Year of our Lord : 


1791, 
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